Menhaden Reduction Petition

The below voting citizens and recreational anglers request the following:

1. The undersigned request that the State of Virginia cut the current menhaden
harvest within the Chesapeake Bay and territorial sea to a combined total of
60,000 Metric Tons per year.

(The current limit is 109,000 MT within the bay, there is no limit for the waters
outside of the Chesapeake Bay Bridge Tunnel but within VA waters. Once they
reach that limit they simply move the gear outside of the Chesapeake Bay Bridge
Tunnel)

2. Request that the legislature modify state code section 28.2-409 such that all
state waters less than thirty-five (35) feet deep are included as exclusionary
areas, in order to protect important recreational and commercial species which
live at the bottom of the water column from capture or disturbance by the
seventy-five (75) foot deep purse seines.

3. That the season for menhaden within Virginia's territorial sea be closed
between the Saturday following the third Friday in November and the Sunday
preceding the first Monday in May. This closure is requested in order to protect

the juvenile menhaden that are leaving the bay and to reduce the gear conflict
issues between the purse seine fishery and the recreational and commercial
striped bass fisheries.

4. That any species covered by a commercial quota that are retained by the
purse seine fishery as part of their allowed 1% by-catch be estimated and
counted against those commercial quotas. Specific species of concern are
striped bass, speckled trout, bluefish and summer flounder.
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